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“If the profession would realize that 
parturition viewed with modern eyes 
is no longer a normal function, but 
has imposing pathologic dignity, the 
midwife would be impossible even of 
mention”

- Joseph DeLee





Diana Taylor: https://profession.mla.org/dancing-with-the-zapatistas/





it does require a reordering of power and priorities

















No… I’m just – I have experience. This is my fourth pregnancy. If I had been going to a doctor… 
I know what they would have done medically for me.

I at all costs wanted to make sure I had custody of my babies.

I was trusting in my own body.

You never know if you’re at the hospital or at home, 
things happen that you can’t predict.

There came a time where I just quit listening to her… I’m like “here he comes” you know? I knew…

Is he ok?... 

And she assured me, “Momma, if you’re worried about him being able to breathe just look at his lungs.
That’s when he started crying.



I didn’t put him down the whole time. I never once put him down. And I kissed 
his face a million times….

I’m his mother. I wanted him to eat and gain his weight so he would survive.

I thought he was perfect. 

I just was mothering him.



Junk Science: the crack baby myth

“Many recall that ‘crack babies,’ or babies 
born to mothers who used crack cocaine 
while pregnant,  were at one time written 
off by many as a lost generation . . . . It was 
later found that this was a gross 
exaggeration.”

-Nat’l Institute on Drug Abuse, Research Report, 
Cocaine: Abuse and Addiction 6  (May 2009)



Junk Science: pregnancy in general

EFM for predicting cerebral palsy it 
has a false positive rate of 99.8%

EFM is used in 90% of pregnancies in 
the United States.

Continuous electronic fetal heart rate 
monitoring was introduced into 
hospitals in the 1970s without evidence 
from clinical trials, but with a strong 
marketing push from the monitoring 
industry 



https://www.birthplacelab.org/maps/

https://www.birthplacelab.org/maps/


Cancer Society
1.3 Billion

Diabetes Association
84 Million

ACOG 44 Million
ACNM 3 Million 

Childbirth Connections
$500,000

https://www.tiktok.com/@humphreytalks



What is Reproductive Justice?

Reproductive Health Reproductive Rights Reproductive Justice

Sees the problem as a lack of 
access to health services, lack 
of information about health 
services, a lack of accurate 
health data

Sees the problem as a lack of 
legal protection or lack of laws 
protecting individual’s rights.

Sees the problem as self-
determination being limited by 
power inequities across 
multiple systems. 

“liberal ideology misused the concepts of rights and justice to situate responsibility for health and wellness
in individual choices”

- Loretta Ross, Erika Derkas, Whitney Peoples, Lynn Roberts, Pamela Bridgewater



From the National Equity Project



https://www.elephantcircle.net/circle/2020/4/24/birth-justice-like-reproductive-justice-reclaiming-our-time







Diana Taylor: https://profession.mla.org/dancing-with-the-zapatistas/



“small actions 
and 

connections 
create 

complex 
systems”



u So that humanity continues.



The Midwives Model of Care includes:

u Monitoring the physical, psychological, and social well-being of the 
mother throughout the childbearing cycle

u Providing the mother with individualized education, counseling, and 
prenatal care, continuous hands-on assistance during labor and 
delivery, and postpartum support

u Minimizing technological interventions

u Identifying and referring women who require obstetrical attention
“A world 

Where all worlds
Fit”



How What

Trust Black Women. Support policy positions 
that counteract monopolies.  

Read Emergent Strategy. Fight corruption.  

Practice humility. Decolonize.



It does require a reordering of power and priorities

so that humanity continues…


